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The obvious theme for the year’s home stretch
would be how improbable it was that 2020
could match 2019 in excellent jazz releases.
Last year was, arguably, the modern era’s
1959—the mark of a new golden age in jazz.
Having spent most of the year denied of our
refuges, indoors and away from loved ones, it
begs the question: Did the music mean more
because of that isolation? Did we grasp hold of
it tighter so that it would !ll the vacuum left in
the pandemic’s wake? And because of that,
does the music of 2020 feel like it shines that
much brighter? Those questions are for each
of us to answer individually. However we
choose to respond, there’s no room for doubt
that the music of 2020 came to us when we
needed it most. Here are some of the latest
examples.

Sun Ra Arkestra
Swirling
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nWog Records
Switzerland

FOLLOW

When the birds upraise th…
3. When the birds upraise t…
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BUY

GO TO ALBUM
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I could reference the artful chaos of Fire!
Orchestra, the rambunctiousness of Skadedyr,
the humor of Frank Zappa, the harmonic
electric charge of Max Andrzejewski’s Hütte
und Chor, and the melodic absurdism of
Kamikaze Ground Crew, and then maybe—
maybe!—I’d get close to a description of this
large ensemble release from Luise Volkmann.
The alto saxophonist combines two vocalists,
a cellist, pianist, a bunch of wind instruments,
bass, and drums, and then lets them run wild.
There’s a thick streak of theatre in the
presentation, and the music is the kind of
insanity one should strive for.

Susan Alcorn Quintet
Pedernal
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